Realistic utilisation of funds to be ensured: Shahbaz 
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LAHORE (October 09 2009): Chief Minister Punjab Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif has said that realistic utilisation of funds is being ensured for the rapid development of the province and welfare of the masses. A comprehensive strategy has been adopted for rooting out corruption to improving efficiency of institutions so that every penny of public money could be utilised for the betterment of the people.

Addressing a meeting of Advisory Council here at Chief Minister's Secretariat he said billions of rupees were being spent on the uplift of education, health, infrastructure and other sectors and special attention was being paid to the generation of additional resources for mega projects and provision of basic amenities to the citizens.

He said that an advisory council comprising experts in different sectors had also been constituted which was giving new ideas for the uplift of various sectors and was working as a team with provincial departments. He said that the setting up of advisory council would prove to be a breath of fresh air with regard to development of the province and would leave a positive impact on development process.

Secretary Advisory Council Haroon Khawaja, Members, Chairman Planning & Development, secretaries of Finance, Education, Health and Social Welfare departments were present. The meeting, which lasted more than three hours, discussed in detail matters regarding development of various sectors, generation of resources for mega projects and other issues.

Chief Minister said that Punjab was rich in natural resources and there was a need to exploit the resources for development and prosperity of the province. He said that provincial economy could be strengthened through promotion of industries, livestock, agriculture and agro-based industries, hence the government was concentrating on the uplift of these sectors.

He said that vocational education was of vital importance for the promotion of economic activities in the province and TEVTA had been fully activated for this purpose. He said that syllabus of vocational institutions had been harmonised with the demands of modern age and a skilled workforce was being developed in accordance with the market needs. He said that skilled manpower could not only play an important role in the rapid development of the province but also helped in earning foreign exchange. Therefore, he said, TEVTA had been given the target of training five lakh workers annually.

Chief Minister further said there are large coal reserves in Punjab and the government is working on various projects of generation of energy from coal. He said that provincial secretaries could not spare enough time for new ideas and evolving policies for the fast development of the province due to their official engagements, therefore, advisory council had been formed which was working as a team with provincial secretaries for this purpose.

Chief Minister directed Chairman Planning & Development to arrange a separate meeting of Advisory Council with Secretaries of various departments within next few days for evolving an effective strategy with mutual consultation for improving efficiency of various departments through optimum utilisation of resources.
