18 S&T projects: Pakistan to seek Rs 23.224 billion FoDP financing
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ISLAMABAD (August 23 2009): Pakistan will place a request before Friends of Democratic Pakistan (FoDP) to finance 18 science and technology projects costing Rs 23.224 billion, in the meeting scheduled to be held in Istanbul. Pakistan will also seek financing for social and welfare project 'Establishment of National Urban and Regional Policy Research Centre' at a cost of Rs 1.5 billion.

The government requires Rs 150 million for this project during current financial year (2009-10). The main objective of this project is to influence urban policy making process through evidence based demand-led research by collecting comprehensive data on social, economic and physical dimensions of development.

Pakistan will request assistance for six other projects designed to bring development and prosperity. One project is 'Institutional Strengthening Capacity Development and Database Preparation' costing Rs 491 million for which the government requires Rs 175.207 million during the current financial year.

Under this project, the government would form a strategy to improve local governance, research development and preparation of effective database. Other projects are: Rural Reconstruction and Enterprise Development for Rural Prosperity in Pakistan; Urban Renewal and Small Town Development for Rural Connectivity; Construction and Planning of Rural Access Roads in Pakistan; and Introduction of ICTs in rural areas of Pakistan.

Two projects relating to Population and Social Welfare are: Safe Mother Homes; and Multipurpose Services Centres. The aim of these two projects is to supplement the efforts of Ministry of Health, private sector and development partners in implementing reproductive health package and empower women through skill development thus contributing in achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

In Science and Technology Section, projects include:Establishment of New Campus of Jalozai NWFP University of Engineering & Technology, Peshawar, Strengthening of University of Engineering & Technology Lahore, Strengthening and Development Mehran University of Engineering Jamshoro, Strengthening of NED University of Engineering & Technology Karachi, Extension of Educational and Allied Facilities at Quaid-e-Awan University of Engineering, Science and Technology Nawabshah, Establishment of Postgraduate Medical Science Research Centre at DOW University of Health Sciences, Karachi, Upgradation and modernisation of Existing Laboratories and Libraries at DOW University of Health Sciences Karachi, Strengthening and Development of SBK Women University Quetta, Strengthening of the Departments of Economics, Business Administration, Commerce and Applied Economics Research, University of Karachi, Construction of Faculty and Staff Residences (Phase-I) International Islamic University, Islamabad, Establishment of Gilani Law College at Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan (Prime Minister Directive), Strengthening of University of Sindh Jamshoro, Faculty Development Programme of Bahauddin Zakariya University Multan (Prime Minister Directive), Development of Khyber Medical University, Peshawar, Strengthening /Upgradation of Islamia College University, Peshawar and others.
