President stresses local production of raw materials for pharmaceuticals
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President Zillur Rahman yesterday emphasised producing the pharmaceutical raw materials locally to facilitate flourishing of the pharmaceutical industry.

“Our pharmaceutical industries are dependent on imported raw materials. Efforts will have to be made to produce the raw materials locally for further developing these industries,” he said while addressing the inaugural ceremony of Virgo Pharmaceuticals Limited at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.

The President said it is urgently needed to build Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API) Park to produce the raw materials for the country's burgeoning industry.

“The educational institutions particularly the universities will have to make effective efforts in creating skilled manpower for the development of the pharmaceutical industries,” he said, adding that the investors should come forward towards making such trained work-force.

The President urged the investors to massively invest in the pharmaceutical sector -- one of the growing sectors in Bangladesh.

“The potential of pharmaceutical sector, which opened up in Bangladesh, will have to be fully utilised,” he said.

Terming Bangladesh an evolving country in pharmaceuticals, he said the gradual progress of this industry has made the people hopeful and Bangladesh has become a medicine exporting country from an importing one.

He mentioned that some 95 percent of medicines for the domestic demand are being produced in the country and the pharmaceutical companies exported medicines worth Tk 300 crore last fiscal.

“This has brightened the image of Bangladesh in the international arena besides earning more foreign exchange,” he said.

Lauding the investors, the President said the role of investors is the main reason behind the growth of the pharmaceutical industries in the country. “I congratulate them for their commendable deeds.”

He, however, reminded that as medicine is essential for ensuring sound health services, the pharmaceuticals industry should be driven by the spirit of welfare of the mankind, rather than for business alone.

“There should not be any compromise in ensuring the quality of medicines,” he said.

The President observed that Bangladesh Association of Pharmaceutical Industries can play a vital role in further expanding the international market for the locally produced medicines. “I hope, it will be possible to take forward our growing pharmaceutical industries with the concerted efforts of all,” he said.

Describing healthcare as a basic right of the people, the President said the present government is ceaselessly working to provide basic healthcare to the countrymen.

“I came to know that the government has taken an initiative to reopen the satellite clinics and started recruiting more manpower in the health sector,” he added.

Health and Family Welfare Minister Prof Dr AFM Ruhal Haque, Health and Social Welfare Adviser to the Prime Minister Prof Dr Syed Modasser Ali, Chairman of Advisory Council of Virgo Pharmaceutical Ltd Prof A K Azad Chowdhury, President of Bangladesh Aushad Shilpa Samity Salman F Rahman, Vice Chancellor of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University Prof Dr Pran Gopal Dutta and Chairman of Virgo Pharmaceutical Ltd Syeda Mahbuba Akther also spoke on the occasion.

Addressing the function, Health Minister Dr Ruhal Haque said the government is working with the World Health Organization (WHO) for building a world standard laboratory in the country to ensure quality control of medicine.

Salman F Rahman said the Drug Administration should be strengthened to ensure the quality of medicines. “Bangladesh is exporting medicines to some 180 countries around the world,” he added.

