Minister says more ICT access to rural people soon

Daily Star: Monday, July 20, 2009

The government is set to take measures to enhance access of information and communication technology (ICT) to rural communities, the state minister for science and ICT said yesterday.

“We need to take steps to increase rural ICT penetration and give them opportunities to gain expertise," said Yeafesh Osman.

“If we can educate rural farmers in ICT, they would get proper know-how on production, which would help increase local production and eventually boost the national economy,' he added.

The state minister was speaking at the inaugural ceremony of a national training workshop styled "Empowering Rural Areas Through Community E-Centres," jointly organised by the Ministry of Science and Information and Communication Technology, Asian Development Bank (ADB) and United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (Unescap) in Dhaka.

“We are trying to ensure ICT access to the rural farmers, so they would be able to exchange information regarding demand and sales, weather updates and potential markets for their produce through the internet,” said Osman.

“The young generation has to take the lead in this noble venture, with innovative ideas and commitment to the country,” he said.

A creative and ICT-educated young generation can change the country's financial landscape, as they will help develop software and information systems to support the country's farm sector, he added.

With a programme, Community E-Center (CeC), established under the South Asia Sub-regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) programme in 2007, the government has been implementing a pilot project to eradicate poverty and empower rural people by developing ICT knowledge.

The SASEC programme is helping to implement the Tk 216 lakh project in five districts, including Sunamganj, Rangpur, Bagerhat and Kishorganj. Along with Bangladesh, SASEC is also implementing same programme in the eastern states of India, Nepal and Bhutan.

Every community centre is equipped with five desktops, modem, scanner, printer and internet connection to provide various services, including agriculture information, weather forecasts and health education to the rural people.

Science and ICT Secretary AKM Abdul Awal Mazumder and Deputy Director of Bangladesh Computer Council Mohammad Zabed Ali Sorker also spoke at the ceremony.

